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September 8, 2021 

Dear Dartmouth Staff and Families, 

I wanted to provide you with a quick update regarding the Test and Stay program and Symptomatic Testing. Since 
being accepted into the state’s program, our team has been attending all Webinars offered by CIC Health in an 
effort to learn about and begin using the programs. This is taking more time than anticipated as we did not receive 
passwords/logins to the specific software and dashboard needed to implement the testing and maintain 
documentation. Additionally, training tools as well as the particular software program just became live yesterday. 
Despite these challenges we are working diligently to get the programs up and running.  

As a reminder, aside from the Commissioner’s mask mandate, all other health and safety requirements previously 
issued by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education have been lifted. Students and staff are required 
to wear masks while in schools and on busses, masks are not required while outdoors and all physical distancing 
requirements are removed. Districts are encouraged to arrange classroom seating as close to 3 feet as possible, 
however this is not always possible due to class sizes.  

Despite the lifting of distancing requirements, DESE has not changed the definition of a close contact which states 
that a close contact is defined as someone who was within 6 feet of a COVID-19 positive individual while indoors 
for at least 15 minutes during a 24 hour period.  Please note that at risk exposure time begins 48 hours prior to 
symptom onset (or time of positive test if asymptomatic). We have implemented spacing protocols in lunch rooms 
but recognize that due to the definition of a close contact there is still risk of being identified as a close contact 
when exposed during lunch or snack breaks.  

COVID-19 virus will continue to be a challenge that causes discouragement at certain times, but we will continue to 
focus on the positives like having all students back together in person. We will provide updates as more 
information becomes available.  

 

Sincerely, 

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


